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MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS. 


Forthe BosTON WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 


Tae GOSSFP——N°® XXIX. 
Quid leges frac moribus 
Vane proficiunt ; 
I PRESENT my readers. with feveral letters which I 
have lately received, and fhall take up the fubjects of which | 
they complain as occafion may offer. 
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TO THE GOSSIP. 
SIR, 

I SUSPEC'P you are not unacquainted. with Parlofo- 
phy, and that you can delineate caufes, as well as events ; 
I requeft at leaft you will hear me with-attention. Un- 
tilof late, 1 was the moft happy youth in the ncighbour- 
hood whereI refide; every thing was in itfelf beautiful ; 
I was ever charmed with the varieties of nature—my mind 
ufually at eafe, and fuited to the enjoyments of life, each 
ieafon had its peculiar pleafures. Spring, the feafon which 
in many refpeéts, may be compared to youth, creates the 
moft delicious fenfations ; the murmuring rivulet, freed 
from its icy fetters,fporting with every thing that fell in its 
way, winding through fields covered with the richeft ver- 
dure, at length tumbling down the frightful precipice, and 
loft to.the eye, echoing its found to the diftant hill ; the bel- 
lowing of the grazing herd, the bleating of lambs, {porting 
with each other while the attentive dam feemed anxious to 
procure nourifhment for the playful innocents; the warm- 
ing influence of the fun, and the beautiful ferenenefs of the 
fky, all combined to heighten the fcene ;- but of late every 
thing in nature, feems to have changed, the objects which 
fo lately I admired, have loft their influence; I wander from 
place to place, without meeting with any thing which feems 
to pleafe ; I am not fatisfied, often having exerted myfelf to 
the utmoft,in any thing I undertake ; the fublime and mag- 
nificient appearance of the heavens, where thoufand of 
worldsall feemedin the greateft harmony andregularity,each 








planet and fatelite, keeping within the limits of its orbit 
prefcribed by nature, moving on with unaccountable velo- 
city—the whole feems nothing. but confufion; why this 


the languid foul,and adminifter reprooftoevery untoned heart. 
Next day, a friend invited me to fpendthe evening where 

a finging party were to meet for the improvement of the 

learners, Iwas much pleafed with the opportunity,and went, 

but to my great furprife, I founda large company, 1a all 

the fpirit of gaiety,profefledly convened for amufement and 

inftruction, and declaring by their whole conduct, this was 

all they meant ; yet employed in uttering nothing but fol 

emn addreffes to the Deity, in prayers, confeflions, prailes, 
é&c, After tuning notes to fach! » age, as I have heard 

our worthy parfon fay, “Ic weuld be daring impiety, 
even for the ferious to ufe in church, unlefs in the fulleft 

affurance of faith :” the moft elevated fentences of the in- 
fpired pfalmift,, paraphrafed and filled for the fweeteft 
moments of the chriftian’s life—Nay, the HALLELU- 
JAHS of the enraptured choir above dwelt on the fingers 
lips, the whole evening ; interrupted now and then by a 
cheerful joke, a glafs of wine, or the repeated plaudits of 
“the hearers: perhaps it is owing to my ruftic eduration, 
but I fat dumb, fhocked, and greatly offended. Conkience 
whifpered, ie not this a folemn mockery of JEHOVAH? 
or do thefe mean what they fay ? If fo, happy fouls! If 
not, is itnot lying to the fearcher of hearts ? Blafpkemy ! 
O horrid trifling with the name of God ! In thefe thoughts 
I wa. not a little checked, by the prefence of a reverend 
divine: for fure (methought) I judge amifs ; sotherwife his 
great knowledge anddiftingulihed gaicty would net fuffer 
him, by hisfCOuntenance thus publickly to abett a practice 
in which, the Lord hath declared he will not hold my man 
guiltlefs: This however, did not fatisfy me. 1 durft not 
go again. All my own private reafonings fail to jeftify it; 
and being a ftranger and unknown, I have no acces tothe 
fentiments of thofe who would inftruct me ; I am there- 
fore at laft obliged to beg, in the moft humble andrefpect- 
ful terms I can, that you would condefcend to favour me 
with fuch light on this fubje¢t, that may relieve a mind 
that is burthened. Lam your humble Servant, 

Bofton, May 1803. CLARISSA. 

TQ THE GOS§sIP. 
Mr. Gossip, : [ Bofton.} 

BY making the following the fubje& of one of your 
numbers, you will oblige one who has feen better days, 
but is now reduced to penury and want. I Was born in 
this town in the year 1756, and had the beft education the 
town afforded ; was an only fon and a favorite child. My 
parents were in great credit, and in very good ciceumftan- 
ces, on wilich I placed my greateft dependence. When 1 
arrived at the age of nineteen, my fatherdied. Of my 
tender mother [ took the greateft advantage, and too, too 
foon, I threw off the yoke, and that kind of obedience that 
was herdue. At twentyone I received one thoufand dollars 
left me by my tather, which procured me many of what I 
then thought friends. At twenty three I married well, 
and in the courfe of fix years, had four beautiful children, 
and kept along with fome reputation, until within the fix 
years pait; and I date my ruin from the too free ufe of 
{pirituous liquors, and an accquaintance with feveral that 
met as conftant as the day (Sunday excepted) at 11 o’clock 





unaccountable change, what have J done, thus to have my | 
peace of mind deftroyed; I feel fomething within me which | 
is not right, language is mot adequate to explain it. I can- 
not convey an idea of my feelings. Experience may ena- 
ble you to inform me of my fituation ; could you be the 
means of reftoring my ufual cheerfulnefs and ferenity of 
maind, gratitude.on my part fhall never be wanting. 
LINZ YS, 
TQ. THE GOSSIP... 
Mr. Gossip, 

I HAVE had the privilege ofa religious-edtcation ; 
having been taught to fear the Lord, and attend his ordin- 
ances, from my earlieft years ; and no part of divine wor- 
fhip, has ever appeared more folemn, more exalted, more 
analogous to the blefled above, than pfalmody ; none there- | 
fore was ever more pleafing to me; this. has often made 
me lament the indifference with which it is heavily dragged 
on in many parts of the country to this day: <Hence 
I have long wifhed fome reformation in our church mufic, 
but wifhed in vain. Until a few weeks ago, my parents fent 
me hither to a boarding-{chool : I attended public worthip 
at the Old Brick, where I found all I had complained of, 
corrected: the finging was conducted in fucli-a man- 
ner, as was, at once, expreflive of the trueft devotion, and 
tonducive tocheck the wandering mind, fitted to clevate 











A. M. and 5, P. M. ata certain place, in order to club for 
ftrong drink. So habituated was i*to it, that [ negle&ed all 
bufinefs; at length I became a fot, loft my cuftomers, and 
all government in my family ; and’poverty came upon me 
like an armed man. And now alas! whatam J, a poor 
defpifed, indolent wretch, a very nuifance to fociety: But 
-oh ! the cutting reflections—the adders fting I fometimes 
fee]. Have lruined myfelfalone ? Mo! my once virtuous 
wife, and-my children, have caught the infection from me ; 
from me ;—who fhould have been their Guardian, Friend, 
and‘ali, Butoh! that fatal, though fiow poifon, too free-. 
ly drank, called rum—Pity me; oh ye pitying ones, can it 
be ? Yes, true it is, I tell youthat I have feen my children 
drunk; and more, their parent with them ; have known 
them pilfer in order to obtaina morning dram ; but-I for- 
bear; I could not be eafy in my mind, until I had given 
the above account:. And from no other- motives have I 
done it, than that if there fhould be any others treading in 
the fame path, they may be early prevented. And I earn- 
eftly call upon all parents, maftersy &c. to keep their chil- 
dren and apprentices, from ufing ftrong drink. I know a 
likely lad, fon of a good family, who was ruined from liv- 
ing at the houfe where the above mentioned club reforted. 
Many will wifh to know the author of the above: What 
further I have to fay, is, that ina hort time I muft be 


known; unlefs fome relief from an uncle in a neighbouritg.. | 


town (which God grant) prevents it. 
Yours, A REPENTANT BACHANALIAN 


TO THE GOSSIP. 


ResPecTeD Sir, 

1. AM a.young man, twenty yearsofage. The placeof 
my birth is in a country town, about forty-eight miles 
irom Bofton.—My parents were very careful to give me 
a religious, though not polite education—and particularly 
under their gcou inftruétion and example, I foon cenceived 
the moft ferious thoughts of the Sabbath, and paid a facred 
regard to the duties of it. About three months fince, I 
paid a vifit to anuncle, who lives in Bofton. My uncle’s 
family were remarkable for their-induftry in bufinefs ; and 
fince they were fo careful to improve fix days-of. the week 
in fecular employments, I expected the feventh day would 
be the Lord’s. But how great my difappointment! 
How changed the cafe, from what I had feen at my father’s 
houfe ! The bufinefs of the week crouded late into Saturday 
evening, and when I arofe, early on Sunday morning, as I 
had always been taught to do, I was furprifed to find that 
not one inthe houfe, but a fervant quitted his bed until 9 
o’clock.—From that time, breakfaft, &c. (for prayers they 
had none,) brought them tonearteno’clock ; at which time 
public worfhip was to begin. The young ladies excufed 
themfelves from attending in the forenoon, becaufe it was 
fo late, they had not time to drefs. My aunt faid, fhe had 
attended meeting all day the two Sabbaths paft, 
fo fhe thought fhe would not go—My uncle without any 
great ceremony of drefs hurried away ; and the fons faid 
that they, would be there before prayers were done, which 
they thought time enough. Our entertainments were very 
ferious and inftructive : The moft important themes. were 
recouunended to our meditations——When we returned, we 
found thofe that tarried at home, almoft attired and ready 
for the afternoon fervice. In the intermiffion feafon, I 
heard no religious difcourfe, nor obferved any of the family 
take any book in their hands; the young men walked abroad 

iknow not whither; but returned at one o’clock. We 
dined ; the young ladies compleated their drefs, and all but 
the fervants and one of my coufins, who faid he felt dull 
and defultory,went to meeting inthe afternoon. After ferv- 
ice aunt went to fee a neighbour—The young ladies had 
fome friends to vifit and drink tea with them ; who fpent 
the remaining part of the day in merry-chat, upon new fafh- 
ions, &c. Some of which I could not but hear, while I re- 
tired to another room.—I having declined the invitation of 
the young men, to walk down the Long-Wharf, and about 
town for amufement, they, went without my company, and 


| returned at dark, with fome of their acquaintance, who 
| {pent the evening in converfation upon news, fafhions, and 


what they obferved peculiar in the drefs or behaviour of 
ws 7 public worfhip the day paft. And thus the day 
ended. ; 
Jt filled me with aftonifhment to obferve a Sabbath 
{pent in a manner fo different from that I had ever before 
known. But I flattered myfelf that this was an unufual 
latitude which would not. be frequently taken, and hoped 
to fee more religion upon future Sabbaths which I {pent in 
town. But was fadly difappointed, for this was buta fpe- 
cimen of what I obferved upon all the Sabbaths while I 
remained in town.—Their behaviour was indeed diverfifi- 
ed: but their alterations were for a variety of amufements, 
and not in favour of religion. And I cannot but own, that 
being acquainted with fuch behaviour upon holy time, for 
feveral monthstogcether did in fome degree abate my abhor- 
ence of it. At the end of three months I returned to my fa- 
ther’s houfé, not without fome thoughts that Sabbath was. 











obferved there to tuo great a degree of fuperftitious nice- 
ty ; though I really abhorred that diflolute conduc } 
had lately been acquainted with.—My father feemed fome- 
what furprifed with what Itold him I had obferved at 
Bofton, though he faid he feared it was too much the fame, 
in many families in the country. 

The firft Sabbath after my retupn, our Minifter happen- 
ed to difcourfe upon the fandtikication of jaid day, from 
thefe words “| Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy.” 
His fentiments were peculiarly ftriking. He made it evi- 
dent the defign ofthe Sabbath was religious—with many 
other things much to the purpofe : which made me with 
thefe difcourfes made public and difperfed through the 
country ; and efpecially through the town of Bofon : Though 


_ 





T have No reafon to think but what the worthy Minifters of | 


that town, do fuitably treat upon this fubject in turn ; 
though it feems without the defired fuccefs. Aslam told 
we have excellent laws in this ftate, to prevent the profa- 
nation of the Sabbath, I have been almoft ready to fufpect 
the negligence of thofe whofe bufinefs it is to execute thofe 
laws. Sure methinks the matter is weighty enough to en- 
gage the attention of all who regard the honour of God, 
the intereft of religion, and the profperity and happinets 
of this land. And I humbly hope, that you will make this 
fubject of one or more of your earlieft numbers. Accept 
my beft wifhes for your profperity, and when you fhall 
leave this world of fin, may you hear the glad found of “well 
done good and faithful fervant.” ‘This is the fincere wilh of 
Yours, Fc. EZRA LOVEGOOD, jun. 


Forty eight miles from Botton, on mt 
great pof road to New-York. 
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Tue INSTRUCTOR N° I. 


VIRTUE ALONE 18 HAPPINESS BELOW ! 


THAT “ Virtue alone is happinefs below,” the moft 
profligate will not deny. Yet preasure ftill exerts her 
dyren voice, and fpreads her filken net with fuccels ; and 
the trains ofavarice and ambition, continue as numerous 
as ever. 

The gentle gales, by which man was intended to waft 
his little veffel through the ocean of life, he has {welled to 
his own deftruction. The paffions, defigned to excite the 
foul to ation, aflame, when indulged, the moft defpotic 
influence ; and the fevereft ofall flavery, is the fubjection 
to their fway. , 

Obferve the votary of ambition, how abjeély he couehes 
to a wretch that he detefts and defpifes! with what care 
he regulates his looks !—how he fmiles, fawns, and flatters ! 
Can fuch a one be faid to be free? ‘The man who vo- 
luntarily lives in a ftate of fervility, who had rather cringe 
at the levee of a prince, than enjoy the dignity of indepen- 
dence, is a flave, a bafe, fhackled lave! Let him attend 
the height of his defires, let him be exalted above his ri- 
vals, and rewarded with the honors of the ftate: yet then, 
even then, he has plunged deepeitinto mifery. He is fur- 


rounded by parafites,and fycophants,whem he dreadsandmitt- 


rufts ; he has no friend whom he can confult; no confidant to 
whom he can open his bofom—and the meaneft of his ene- 
mies, languifhing in a dungeon, may look down on him 
with pity, though his brow be crowned with a diadem, 
und his throne encircled with guards. 

Can a more melancholy object be conceived than the man 
of pleafure, who complies with the impulfes of appetite, and 
waftes his youth in the indulgence of licentious paflions - 
"The animal fpirits foon fubfide, the fund of life is foon ex- 
haufted; and he finks into a ftate of weaknefs and decay, 
alive only to the terrors of confcience, and the pains of 
difcafe. 

From thefe terrors, from thefe pains, is the Peasanr 
free. Yes, happy man! ‘Thy pleafures are permanent ; 
thy life is calm and ferene. Though thy meals are fimple, 
they are fweet ; though thy bed be hard, thou fleepeft the 
founder for it. 

Aman may devote his whole life to the attainment of 

knowledge ; he may read all the books that have ever 
been written ; fiudy all the fyftems that have ever been 
formed : yet all his reading and all his fludy, will amount 
to no more than this—fhat virtue alone is produétive of 
true felicity. 


If this reprefentation be juft, the virtuous have no reafon | 


torepine. ‘he fweet reflection of having acicd right, is 
an higher reward than the fovereignty of an empire.— 
Virtue, like health, renders the mind more fufceptible 
of pleafure, cafts a light on every obje&, and brightens 
every fcene. If aman be engaged ina good caufe, it is of 
little confeguence whether he fucceed or uot. 
What nothing earthly gives or can deflroy, 
The mind's calm funfeine and the heartfelt joy, 
Is wirtue’s prize. 

Good heavens! what would he have befides ? Dejec- 
tion is only to be expe&ed froma villian, when guilt points 
the arrews of adverfity. “The enjoyments of the reflective 
principle, are the hig heft of all enjoyments; and thofe who 
poflefs them, are fuperior to the evils of life. Philofophers 
may talk juft as they pleafe ;. they may declaim a thoufand 
and ten thoufand times on the folly of expecting happinefs 
in this fublunary ftate—a man’s happinefe does not depend 
on his fituation ; itdepends on himfelf; and he who has 
reduced his paffions to obedience, may fear no reverie of 
fortune. Prosreriry cannot intoxicate ; ADVERSITY 
cinnot deprefs him. 


i woma 


| landing. 











He refentbles the oak, which come | 
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tinues firm and erect, whether the fun fhines, or the ftorm. 
batters. i Pe 

In thefe numbers I fhall prefent my readers, under the 
title of **The Inftructor,” fome {elected, and fome original 
pieces : and hope they may derive from them—inftruction and 
improvement. *,* Letters addrefled to “ The InftruGor,” 
left at this office, will be thankfully received, and duly no- 
ticed, 


" . BIOGRAPHY. 


CATHARINA I, EMPRESS OF RUSSIA, 

WOMEN, it has been obferved, are not naturally form- 
ed for great cares themfelves, but to foften ours. ‘Their 
tendernefs is the proper reward for the dangers we under- 
gofor their prefervation ; and the eafe and cheerfulnefs 
of their converfation, our defirable retreat from the fatigues 
of intenfe application. ‘They are confined within the narrow 
limits of domeitic affiduity ; and when they ftray beyond 
the {phere, and confequently without grace. 

Fame therefore has been very unjuitly difpenfed among 
the female fex. ‘Thole who leait delerved to be remember- 
ed, meet our admiration and applaufe ; while many who 
have been an honour to humanity,arc pafled over in filence. 
Perhaps no age has produced a ftronger inftance of mifpla- 
ced fame than the prefent : ‘The Semiramis and the Tha- 
leftris of antiquity are talked of, while a modern character 
infintely greater than either is unnoticed and unknown. 

Citharina Alexowna, born near Derpat, a little city in 
Livenia, was heir to no other inheritance than the virtues 
and frugality of her parents. Her father being dead, the 
lived with her aged mother, in their cottage covered with 
{traw; and both though very poor, were very contented. 
Here, retired from the gaze of the world, by the labour of 
her handsife fupported har parent, who was now incapa- 
ble oj fupporting herfelf. While Catharina {pun, the old 
would fit and read fome book of devotion :— 
‘Thus, when the fatigues of the day were over, both would 
fitdown contentedly by the fire fide, and enjoy the frugal 
meal with vacant feftivity. 

Though her face and perfon were modelsof perfection, yet her 

whole attention fecmed befiowed upon her mind ; her 
mother taught her to read,and an old Lutheran minifter 
inftru&ed her inthe maxims and duties of religion —Na- 
ture had furnifhed her not only with a ready but a folid 
turn of thought, not only with a ftrong but a right under- 
Such truly femaleaccomplifhments procured her 
feveral folicitations @ marriage trom the peafants of the 
country, but their offers were refuled. For fhe loved her 
mother too tenderly tothink of feparation. 

Catharina was fifteen when her mother died; fhe now 
therefore left her cottage and went to live with the Luthe- 
ran minifter, by whom fhe had been inftructed from her 
childhood. In his houfe fhe refided, in quality of govern- 
efs to his children; at once reconciling in her character 
unerring prudence with furprifing vivacity. 

The old man, who regarded her as one of his own chil- 
dren, had h.r inftru@ed in dancing and mufic by the maf- 
ters who atteuded the reft of his family : thus fhe contin- 
ued to improve until he died, by whick accident fhe was 
once more reduced toe her priftine poverty. ‘The country of 
Livonia was at thistime wafted by was, und lay ina moft 
miferable ftate of deffolation. ‘Theie calamities are ever 
moft heavy upoa the poor ; wherefore Catharina, though 
pofleffed of fo many accomplifaments, experienced all the 
miferies of hopelefs indigence. Provifions became every 
day more {fcarce, and her private ftock being intirely ex- 
haufted, fhe refolved at lait to travel to Marienburg, a 
city of great plenty. 

With her fcanty wardrobe, packed up ina wallet, fhe 
fet.out on her journey on foot. She wasto walk through 
a region miferable by nature, but rendered fill more hid- 
eous by. the Swedes and Rufhans, who, as cach happened 
to become mafters, plundered it at difcretion ; but hunger 
had taught her to defpife the dangers and fatigues of the 
way. 

One evening, upon her journey, as fhe had entered a cot- 
tage by the way-fide, to take up her lodgings for the night, 
fhe was infulted by two Swedith foldiers, who infifted upon 
qualifying her, as they termed it, to follow the camp. 
They might probably have carried their infults into vio- 
lence, had not a fubaltern officer, accidentally pafling by, 
come in to her affiftance. Upon his appearing, the foldiers 
immediately defifted; but her thankfulnefs was hardly 
greater than her furprife, when fhe inftantly recollected in 
her deliverer, the fon of the Lutheran minifter, her former 
inftructor, benefa@or, and friend. 

This was an happy interview for Catharina : The little 
ftockof money fhe hadbroughtfrom home was by this time 
quite exhaufted ; her cloaths were gone, piece by piece, in 
order to fatisfy thofe who had entertained her in their 











houfes; her generous countryman, therefore. parted witk 
what he could {pare, ta buy her;cloaths, furnifhed her with 
ahorfe, and gave her letters of recommendation to Mr. 
Gulck, a faithful friend of his father’s and fuperintendant 
of Marienburgh, 2am 

Our beautiful ftranger had only to appear, to be well re- 
ceived ; fhe was immediately admitted into the fuperinten- 
dant’s family, as governefs to his two daughters ; and 
though yet but feventeen, fhewed herfelf capable of inftruc- 
ting her fex not only in virtue but politenefs. Such was 
her good fenfe and beauty, that her mafter himfelfin a 
fhort time, offered her his hand, which, to his gteat furprife, 
the thought proper to refufe, Adwuated bya principle of 
gratitude,the was refolved tomarry her deliverer only,even 
though he had loft an arm, and was otherways disfigured 
by wounds in the fervice. | 

In order therefore, to prevent further folicitations from 
others, as foon as the officer came to totn upon duty, fhe 
offered him her perfon, which he accepted with tran{fport, 
and their nuptials were folemnized as ufual. But all the 
lines of her fortune were to be firiking : The very day on 
which they were married, the Ruffians laid fiege to Mari- 
enburgh; the unhappy foldier had now no time to enjoy 
the well earned pleafures of matrimony; he was called off 
before confumation,to an attack, from which he was never 
after feen to return. 

In the mean time the fiege went on with fury, aggravat- 
ed on one fide by obftinacy, on the other, by revenge. ‘This 
war between thetwo northern powersat that time was 
truly barbarous; the innocent peafant and the harmlefs 
virgin often fhared the fate of the foldier inarms. Mari- 
enburgh was taken by affault; and fuch was the fury of 
the affailants that not only the garrifon, but almoft all the 
inhabitants, men, women and children, were put to the 
{word ; at length, when the carnage was pretty well over, 
Catharina was found hid in an oven. 

She had been hitherto poor but ftill was free; fhe was 
now tocomform to herhard fate,and learn whatit wastobea 
flave: In this fituation, however, the behaved with piety 
and humility ; and though misfortunes had. abated her vi- 
vacity, yet fhe was cheerful. The fame of her merit and 
refignation, reached even Prince Menzikoff, the Ruffian 
General ; he defired to fee her, was ftruck with her beauty, 
bought her from the foldier, her mafter, and placed her un- 
der the direction of his own fitter. Here the was treated 
with all the refpeé& which her merit deferved, while her 
beauty improved every day with her good fortune. 

She had not been long in this fituation, when Peter the 
Great paying the Prince a vifit, Catharina happened to 
come in with fome dry fruits, which fhe ferved round with 
peculiar medefty. ‘The mighty monarch faw, and was 
{truck with her‘beauty. He returned the next day, called 
for the beautiful flave, afked her feveral queftions, and 
found her underftanding even more perfect - than, her 
perfon. 

He had been forced when young to marry from motives 
of intereft, he was now refolved to marry purfuant to his 
own inchnations. He immediately enquired the hiftory of 
the fair Livonian,who was not yet eighteen. He traced 
her through the veil of ob{curity, through all the vicifli- 
tudes of her fortune, and found her truly great in them all. 

The meannefs of her birth was no obitruction to his de- 
fign—their nuptials were folemnized in private ; the Prince 
afluring his courtiers that virtue alone was the propereit 
ladder to a throne. 

We now fee Catharina, from the low mud-walled cot- 
tage, Emprefs of the greateft kingdom upon earth. ‘he 
poor folitary wanderer is now furrounded by thoufancs, 
who find happinefs inher {mile. She, who formerly want- 
ed a meal, is now capable of diffufing plenty upon whole 
naticns. ‘To her fortune fhe owed a part of this pre-enun- 
ence, but to her virtues more. 

She ever after retained thofe great qualities which firft 
placed her on a throne ; and while the extraordinary Prince 
her hufband, laboured for the reformation of his male fub- 
jects fhe ftudied in her turn the improvement of her own fex. 
She altered their dreffes, introduced mixed affemblies, infti- 
tuted an order of female knighthood ; and, at length, when 
fhe had greatly filled all the ftations of Emprefs, friend, 
ioe and mother, bravely died without regret—regretted 

y all. : 








AMUSING. 


‘COMPARISON. 

MAN may becompared toa book. His birth is the 
title page, his baptifm the epiftle dedicatory ; his groans 
and crying, the epiftle to the reader; his infancy ard 
childhood, the argument or contents of the whole enfiuing 
treatifes; his life and actions are the fubje@ ; his fins and 











| errors the faults efcaped; his repentance the corredtions ; 








as for the volumes, fome ‘are in folio, fome in quatto, fome 
in o@avo,and fome in duodecimo; fome are plain bound, 
others more elegantly ; fome have piety and godlinefs for 
their fubje&. ; but great numbers are mere romances, pam 
phlets of wantonefs and folly; but in the lait page of every 
one there ftands a word which is Finis, and this is the laft 
word in every book; fuch is the life of man ; fome longer, 
fome fhorter; fome weaker, fome ftronger ; fome 
finer, fome coarfer ; fome holy, fome prophane ; but death 
comes in like Finis at the end, and clofes up all, for that is 
the appointed end ofall,—For God hath appointed unto 
all men once to die, and aftersdeath then comes the judg- 
ment. 

A MERRY writer in one of the lateft periodical pa- 
pers, who is difpofed to fneer at the ftuffing of thofe fafh- 
ionable ftocks, appropriately called puddings, thus adver- 
tiles :-— “ NECK OR NOTHING.” 

“ The curious in Cravats are informed, that Nicholas 
Van Neck has prepared a new and unparalleled affortment 
of ftuffing, capable of containing twelve fhirts and two 
fuits of clothes. They are admirably contrived, as in cafe 
of long fea voyages to Canton, the coaft of Africa, or Bo- 
tany-bay, to include a complete matrafs, boiiter, pillow, 
&c. Mr. Van Neck flatters himfelf that an objet /o big 
with fo many conveniences, will neceflarily meet with due 
encouragement.” ::: P. Folio. 

I HAVE often remarked, fays a facetious novelift, that 
ciddy thoughtlefs people, though they are forever in the 
fire,are never burnt ; while your prudent well meaning 
folks, are conftantly getting into fome curfed f{crape or 
other. : : : Lbid. 

LOW nonfenfe is like fmall beer in the barrel, which is 
altogether flat, taftelefs, andinfipid. High nonfenfe is like 
that in the bottle, which has in reality no more ftrength 
and fpirit than the other, but frets and flies and bounces, 
and by the help of a little wind that is got into it, imitates 
the paffions of a much nobler liquor : : : Jdid. 


‘THE broad pronounciation of a in Cato, notwithftand- 
ing the ftrong recommendations of fome erudite men, has 
failed. As Cato was fome evenings ago uttered at Covent 
Garden, in fomewhat of a /gualling tone, a funny member 
of the gallery, difconcerted all thofe around him, by 
“ Cat of” :::3 L. Pap. 


AN Oxford f{cholar being at Cambridge ten days toge- | 


ther, they kept him drinking ali night, fo that he could 
fever rife before dinner ; being afked how he liked the 
place, i ‘well enough, but that there was no fore- 
noon there.” : : : ILbid. 

JARVIS and Sons, have advertifed improved Coffins for 
the /ecurity of the dead. Their advertifement runs thus : 
“ {t muft afford a great confolation, and a pleafing fatisfac- 
tion to any gentleman or Jady,to be certain that no one 
can fteal their bones after they are dead ; and they defy 
any one, who is J/eafed to be buried in one of their coffins, 
to be taken out by any means.” : : : Lbid. 


A MIDDLE aged man lately prefented himfelf at the 
matrimonial altar. The clergyman having furveyed the 
man for a moment, faid, “ pray friend, I think you havea 
wife already living ?” “ It may be fo, Sir,” faid he, 
@ for I have a very treacherous memory.” : : : Jdid. 
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SERIOUS REFLECTIONS. 

TO explain the nature and caufe of extraordinary appear- 
ances, falls within the province of aftronomers, aftrologers 
and philofophers. This is very often done to fatisfaétion 
and feeming probability. Ingenious men may, with much 
cafe,account for any appearances of fo extraordinary a 
nature as that which happened at Richmond, on the 23d of 
April, (and at feveral other places) we are conftrained to 
withhold our explanations, or from giving reafons, or affign- 
ing caufes, from natural deductions or principles. That 
phenomenon, in my opinion, was defigned for fome great end 
and purpofe, by a power fuperior to all, at whofe command the 
elements muft form or gather themfelves, to execute his will. 
It is an eternal truth, that power which created and called 
all things into being and exiftence, can command them to 
form themfelves into any fhape or form he pleafes. 

Yam neither an aftronomer, aftrologer, philofepher or 
prophet ; I fhall therefore not attempt to fhew that fuch 
appearances are produced by a collection of fulphuric va- 
pours exhaling from the earth—but to fhew that thefe are 
the figns we are to look for, asthey are recorded in the pa- 
gesoftruth, I am induced to believe, from the many extra- 
ordizary occurrences and phenomena, which have appeared with- 
in 30 years paft, to the bef of my recolleétion, that the time is 
not far difant, when this world will be vifited in a manner not 


expected by many now. It is written=-the ftars fhall fall 
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from heaven—the firmament of the heavens fhall be | 
fhaken ; then will appear, in glory and majefty; HE, 
(who isnow denied and mocked by many) and cali tojudg- 
mént the hardened and ftiff-necked atheifis and order them 
to a place fuited to their ftate and condition. 

I am well aware this kind of prophecy will not be well 
received by many. It is always moft pleafing to us to hear 
good things, which promife fafety and fuccefs-——Good pro- 
phefying, though pleafing to the paffions, defires and natur- 
al feeling, produces no good effedt ; ifit ever did, 1 am ig- 
norant of it. But lam not ignorant of its having produced 
ill effects, deftructive to many. ‘True prophefying, how- 
ever difagreeable to the paflions, defires and natural feeling 
of the fenfualifts, has always had a good effect upon fome, if 
not all. Ithas often been a means of ftopping and turn- 
ing many from the road to ruin and deftruétion. Confic- 
ering man in a ftate of nature, without fear of future pun- 
ifhment for crimes commited in this life, which remain un- 
known, or a fure hope of a future reward for a well {pent 
life ; every fenfible and rational thinking man will and muft 
admit, that nothing but a dread of punifbment pievents and de- 
ters men from the commifion of horrid and foocking deeds.— 
“ Let none difpife prophefying” ‘True prophefying always 
proved itfelf true. Good prophefying always proved itfelf 
falfe in the end. 

Let the daring profligate, who bids defiance to divine 
admonition—let the fly, fecret and deep deligning rogue, 
who fecretly ftudies how to take in and injure his neigh- 
bour both in pevfon and property, take it into ferious con- 
fideration, why all thefe extraordinary appearances; he 
may convince Himfelf, that we are faft approaching an awful 
pericd, when every one will wife, he had fo lived as he foould 
have done. SAY NOT WITHIN YOURSELVES, THE LORD 
DELAYETH COMING—REST ASSURED HE WILL COME; 
PERHAPS SOONER THAN you Expect. Phéjd. Paper. 


USEFUL. 
LO FARMERS. 

YOUR Indian Corn is now ina ftate when birds commit 
their depredation on it, and fometimes nearly deftroy 
whole craps; an attention to the following directions may 
perhaps be worthy your notice. 

“‘ Pieces of rags dipped in a mixture of train oil and 
bruifed gun-powder, and hung upon hedges or poles, will 
effectually proteé&t newly fown corn from the depredations 
of crows, rooks, &c.” f 

DIRECTIONS FOR THE CULTURE OF THE 
CURRANT BUSH. 

THE currant bufh, though a fhrub that grows almoft 
{pontaneoufly, requires neverthelefs fome drefling ; in re- 
gard to which the following dire&tions miay be of fervice. 

Plant them round the quarters in your garden, that they 
may have the benefit of the dung and culture annually be- 
ftowed thereon, wh’ch will confequently make the berries 
large and the juicerich. 'Thered currant is preferable to 
the white, as yielding richer juice, and in much greater 
quantity. 

‘Take the moft luxuriant flips or fhoots of a year’s growth, 
{et them in the ground about eight inches deep, and not 
lefs than twenty-four diftant from each other; thefe never 
fail of taking root, and generally begin to bear in two years. 
Fer the reft, fet them, from time to time, be treated as 
efpaliers (but not againft a wall) obferving to keep the 
roots, ef{pecially in the {pring of the year, free from fuckers 
and grafs. 

his treatment is the more neceflary, as the goodnefs of 
the wine in a great degree depends on their having the full 
benefit of the fun and air, to maturate and give the berries 
a proper balfamic quality, by exhaling a due proportion of 
their acid watry particles—Am. Mufeum. 

NEW KIND OF BRICKS. 

MR. Rawfthorne, the architect, has lately inventéd a 
new kind of bricks, dove-tailed into cach other, for con- 
ftructing arches for the cicling of rooms, &c. in lieu of tim- 
ber. ‘This method requires very little, if any, additional 
thicknefs of walls or abuttments, and it may be conftructed 
fo as to be perfe@tly fecure againit fire. ‘The expence of 
finithing buildings by it is little more than that of timber. 

i a ee a ea a 
LITERARY. 

Mr. Carsis<e, is now reprinting Grandpre’s Voyage 
in the Indian Ocean, andto Bengai,commenced in the 
year 1790, from the Ile of France. it will form one vol- 
ume in duodecimo,from the London copy in two vols. 8vo. 
publifhed there in the prefent year. Much local infore 
mation will be found in this work, combined and agreea- 
bly deverfified with a great variety of pleafing anecdotes, 
and ixterefting occurrences,in which the avthor was per- 
fonally engaged. The character and arts ofthe people of 
India are brought into view, with fome remarkable reli- 
gious rites of the inhabitants of Bengal, : 
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TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 
Allegory, by “ Gillies,” too incorrect for infertion. 
Verfes from an Englifh Magazine, figned “ X.” we 

beg to decline ———“ ‘Lhe Circle of Love,” incorr®€t. 

We are obliged to “ H.” for lis Effaye-are forry he 
did not underftand that we never meddle with politics. 

Verfes on a tomb ftone, trite and common.——“* Morn- 
ing’s Excurfion,” the fame. 

“ Dialogue between a Gentleman and Lady,” by no 
means interefting or ingenioully carried on. 

N***’s communication is very long ; could he convey ~ 
his fentiments on the fubje&, (which every one muft deers 
worthy admiration) in fewer words, we fhall be happy to 
give them a place in our Magazine. 


a'r Mr. Bowen’s COLUMBIAN MUSEUM, in Milk- 
{treet, is opened every day and evening, Sundays and Sa- 
turday evenings excepted. ‘The Mufeum is the moft pleaf- 
ing refort for rational amufement, ever offered. 








HY MENEAL REGISTER. 





MARRIED]—At Salem, Mr. Wm. Treadwell, to Miis 
Betfy Bancroft ; Mr. Nathaniel Andrew, to Mifs Eunice 
Bowles. At Quincy, Mr. Darius Boardman, of Bofton, te 
Mifs Hannah Adams. At Dedham, Mr. Rowland Hart- 
fhorne, to Mifs Betfy Guild. At Lancafter, Capt. Jonas 
Whitney, to Mifs Mary Hawkes. At Brookline, Jofeph 
Allen, Efq. of Worcefter, to Mrs. Hannah Kellam. At 
Bridgewater, Mr. James Cary, to Mifs Hannah Wales. 
At Dorchefiter, Henry Gardner, M. B. to Mifs Joanna B. 
Everett. 

In this town, John Leverett, Efg. of Windfor, (Ver.) to 
Mifs Elizabeth Salifbury. 
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DIED]—At Watertown, Mifs Lucy Jones, Ht. 22 ;—~ 
Mrs. Beulah Alden, wife of Mr. Jonathan Alden. At 
Dorchefter, Capt. Caleb Champney, Ait 63. <At Scituate, 
(fuicide) Mr. Tylon Nafh, At Hingham, Mr. ‘Thomas 
Berry, Ait 71. At Needham, Mrs. Mary Daniel, At 56, 
wife'of Dea. Jofeph Daniel. “ At Porte-de-la- Ville, S. 
America, in O&. laft, Mr. Jofeph Babcock, jun. of Milten, 
mate of the fhip Traveller.” At Londonderry, (N. EH.) of 
the lock-jaw, from a bruife on the end of one of his little 
fingers, Mr. John Ramfey. 

In this town, Mr. John Amory, mer. /Et. 75 ; Mrs. Sa- 
rah Henderfon, A&t. 78, wife of Dea. Benjamin Henderfon ; 
Mifs Eliza Minzies, Ait 19; David Sweeter, /it. 17, fun 
of Mr. Jofeph S.—James Fofter, tertius, AZt. 14, fon o 
Mr. James F. jun. ; Maryann H. Dyer, Ait. 5, cldeft daugh 
ter of Mr. J. F. Dyer ; and Mrs. Dykes. _ Total 8, for the 
week ending laft evening. 





Peete gai rentba ee dieses qeemennnen ecm an ae aera ened = nnaatimaeg ERE een 
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“ PLL BAIL THE BOAT 
es hark ye—out of a multitude of candidates, only 
one can have this honor ; and for his fervices, will be 
entitled to the enormous fum of 80co dollars! Where is 
there one then, that would not fay, “ Z°// bail the Beat /”’ 
Notice.—Next Wednefday, the Hadlcy Lottery will 
commence drawing ; higheft prize 8000 dollars.—Tickets, 
halfs, and quarters, for fale by GILBERT and DEAN.— 





¢’p The price of tickets will be s1x dollars, after Wednel- 
day.—“ ATTENTION 1HE WHOLE {” Jane 1. 
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For the BostToN WEEKLY MAGAZINE. 


Meffrs. GILBERT && Dean, 

IF you think the following, occafioned by reading the 
Sapph'es in your 29th number, will anfwer for a Supple- 
ment, you perhaps will publifh it, when you have nothing 
better. If it be not fo fortunate, as to “ excite afmile,” it 





may fhew fome of your fair readers “ their own image.’ 


Here comes Mifs Lica tueap and her tafty fifter ;— 

Jack, off the courter, wait upon the ladies ; 

Show ’em what they call for, tellthe price of each piece; 
Do your beft to pleafe ’em. 


“Have you any cambrics,that are yard and half-wide? 

What's the price-of that piece of tape-ftriped dimity !” 

“ Three and fix-pence,madam”—“ Let me fee a better-— 
Give me a pattern. 


“ Have you any ftockings, very nice, with lac’d clocks ? 
What are thefe a pair, fir ?”—“ Madam, they’r¢ eight 
[fhillings”-—-~ 
“I’m fure I faw much better, for only fix,at FALES’s— 
They will not anfwer. 


“ I'll look, fir,at that luftring—is eight-and-fix the loweft? 
li give you feven fhillings”— That’s lefs than what it 
coft, ma’am”— [take it”’ 
“Tl give you feven-and-fixpence”—“ Madam, you may 
“ PU cell again, fir.” 
way 28. CORNHILL. 
PL LL” AL” AL” hh 
For the Boston. Werxty MAGAZINE. 


THE rofe, when dews of night are thed, 
‘That-felds its leaves and bows its head, 
Shall to the genial beams of day 
its blufhing beauties full difplay.— 
Ah! when fhail S s beauties rife 
Again to bliefs thefe longing eyes ; 
Eye’s that mutt clofe in endlefs night, 
If fhe delay to charm their fight. 
She comes, the lovely virgin fee, 
She comes again to love and me, 
Before the radiance of the eye 
‘Vhe gloomy fhades of forrow fly.. 
Not fo reviving morning’s light 
‘To flower’s that wither, chill'd by night ; 
As the fweet hope’s her fmilts impart 
To cheer with joy my drooping heart. L... 
ODL AD SL AL A 
For the Boston Weexty MAGAZINE, 


Tue MISANTHROPES.. 


FAR from the noife and tumults of the werld, . 
In a deferted vale, did Shalum dwell— 

Detach’d from man, he was from vice detach’d ;. 
No ftrife, no quarrels, had he e’er to quell. 


Beneath a cragged rock, a little hut, 

Built by himitcif, of brufh and bark of trees—~ 

A beg of ovfler foclls, on which to fleep— 

Ail thefe were Shalam’s, far ‘happy Shalum thefe. 

Before the fun he ever ufed to rife, 

Compell’d againft his will to quit his fhells ;- 

KMarely he flept, the hungry crows without 

Did fo affail his ears with hideous yells. 

“ Voluptuary” oft he would exclaim, 

Eating foup compos’d of logqwood chips ; 

“ Know you but little of commppsment, eafe ;- 
a 


Of luxury lefs,” hed cry, and {mack his lips. 


Oft on his fiells—“ when death hath {natci’d* me 
No hypocrite for me ‘hall fhed a tear. (hence, 

I hayg no children, to difturb my peace ; - 

No wife, thank God, to cry, my love, my-dear.” 

So Shalum liv’d, unknown, unfought, unfeen, 

Save by the fowls without, owls, crows, and jays. 
Thus Shalum liv’d; and thus, O God, let me — 

Ina deferted vale—anot {pend my days. 


Cambridge, 1803. ¥. ¥. EF. 








THE NOVELIST. 
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SINCERITY; a Nove. 
IN A SERIES OF ORIGINAL LETTERS.. 
Letter II—ANNE To ELENoR. 

: Lonpon, Nov. 1775.. 
Dear Madam, 
I AM pleafedto find by your favour of the 13th* that 
you are pleafed. with your fituation. ‘The pleafure I enjoy- 
ed in your fociety during our journey from Bruxells, and 
our little voyage acrofs the channel, has made me anxious 
to preferve the efteem of.a perfon fo amiable. I have no 
doubt. but Lady M *.* * * * * qd, will be more than fatis- 
fied to have fo. capable a woman take the charge of her in- 
fant daughters. She muft foon learn juftly to appreciate 
your value, and by every proper attention endeavour to fe- 
cute to them as they advance in life, a continuance of your 
valuable inftruGtions enforced. fo powerfully by your 
example. I will confefs, dear madam, that Iam fo much 
of an Englifh woman, as to prefer my own country women, 
in almoit every refpect ; efpecially where the education of 
the young mind is concerned, and where the future happi- 
nefs and refpectability of life depends greatly on the mor- 
als, manners and general habits of thofe with whom the 
early period of youth is paft. I am delighted with the vi- 
vacity of the French Ladies, I am convinced their 
manners are more cdpeévating than thofe of the Englifh, but 
while I have been charmed by their wit,almoft fafcinated by 
the very high polifh of their manners ; | could not help 
fecretly wifhing it had been tempered and corrected by the 
modeft referve.. The inobftrufive delicacy, which always 
characteriges-a well bred Englifh woman. You, my dear 
madam, bya long refidence abroad, have moft agreeably 
blended the vivacity of the one, with the chafte propriety 
of the other, and your perfect knowledge of the French 
and Italian languages, joined to an extenfive knowledge of 
your own, renders you a very able inftructor in all. Fpre- 
fume: you will accompany the family to town after chrift- 
mas, when I fhall have an opportunity of renewing an ac- 
quaintance fo pleafantly commenced, and which I truft will 
ripen: into a lafting friendfhip. But in the meantime, I 
am not forgetful of your requeft to be informed of the prin- 
cipal events inthe life of Mrs. Darnley,who fo much inter- 
efted you, thefew times you faw her previous to your jour- 
ney into Berkfhire—I do not hefitate to enter on the fub- 
ject very freely, becaufe there is no incident in her fhort 
life, which fhe could wifh concealed, and fome that re- 
dound to her honour. I fear fhe is not happily marri- 
ed, but being of a difpofition to bear all things with pa- 
tience, to look on the bright fide of the picture, and not 
think of an approaching ftorm, while there is one gleam of 
funfhine left, I think it poflible fhe may draw comfort from 
various fources, which the irritable or difcontented mind 


> would entirely overlook ; and be more than content, where 


another would be little lefs than wretched. 

Mrs Darnley is the daughter of a gentleman who held a 
poft under government which yielded him above a thoul- 
and pounds per ann. She loft her mother at a very early 
period, and her father’s houfehold was conducted bya 
maiden filter of her father’s, forbidding in her looks,rigid in 
her principles, and. harfh and unbending in her manners. 
She had _ herfclf enjoyed little of the advantages of a polite 
education, thinking and afferting at all times, that if a wo- 
man could read, write, execute various needlework, fuper- 
intend domeftic arrangements, underftood the etiquette of 
the dining table, and drawing room, knew how to give eve- 
ry perfon their proper place, and pay them the proper 
degree of refpect due to the rank or wealth, had attained 
the fummit of female excellence. Having no tafte for 
tlie fine arts Herfelf, fhe treated as ridiculous-every pur- 
fuit of the kind, and as toa Jearned woman, fhe-treated the 


‘idea as a mere chimera, or if exifting, 2 monfter in nature, 


which though wonderful, was only laughed at by one fex, 
feared and fhunned by the other. Sarah, for fo I thall call 
her, fhewed early talents for mufic drawing, and was de- 
lighted with reading the beft. Englifh Poets; I have heard 
her father fay, that at ten years old, fhe read with proprie- 
ty and feemed fully to comprehendall the beauties of Pope’s 
Homer, Dryden’s Virgil, and other works of the fame ten- 
dency ; Spencer, Shakefpeare, and other authors who lived 
at the fame period, were great favorites with her. Sarah 
is an only child, fhe inherited from her mother a fmall pat- 
rimony, ahout 15co pounds, it was in the funds, and the 
intereft would have been fufficient to keep her at a very 
genteel fchool, but her father had an utter averfion to 
{chools, fhe was therefore attended by matters in all the 


* All letters foreign to the principal [ubje@ of this corre/pone | 


deuce are fupprefed, 








r polite branches, her aunt documented her about economyy. 
4 fewing,flourifhing muflin,&e. &c. but the larger part of her 
time, (her father being engaged in bufinefs or pleafure, her 


aunt in praying, fcolding the fervants, drefling and paying, 
or receiving vifits)---Sarah was left to amufe herfelf with 
the fervants, or read any books which her father’s library 


} afforded, or chance threw in her way, without any one to 


dire& her choice, or correct her.tafte.. Poffefled of an ar- 
dent imagination, it may eafily be conceived that works 
of fancy were read with uncommon pleafure ; but this 
was not the wortt, fhe read books of. religious controverfy, 
nor. did the pernicious writings of.fafhionable {ceptics ef- 
cape. Her mind eager in the purfuit of information, em- 
braced it with avidity,‘in whatever. fhape it offered itfelf. 
Nor is it furprifing that from fuch a heterogeneous jumble, 
her ideas became a chaos of romantic fenfibility, enthufiaft- 
ic fuperftition, aud fceptical boldnefs ; yes, contrary as 
thofe fentiments are, they each in turn, predominated in 
the mind of Sarah. Her father faw a great deal of com- 
pany, chiefly gentlemen. A girl fenfible, witty, and with 
an underftanding uncommonly expanded for her age, intro- 
duced into the company of men, becomes early accuftomed 
to the delicious and intoxicating poifon of adulation, and 
too often fall. victims to the fentiments thofe flatterers 
awaken in their fouls, before reafon and fixed principle 
has power to counteract and repel the powerful impulfes 
of youthful paflion. Had Sarah been of a temperature eafi- 
ly called into action, fhe could not have efcaped contamina- 
tion in the icenes to which fhe was too often a witnefs. 
Her father was not a man of. ftrict morals, he had fup- 
ported a woman as a miftrefs for many years, and was 
frequently fo imprudent as to take. his daughter with him, 
in his vifitstothis woman. But Sarah’s foul naturally re- 
volted at the approach of vice, and when fhe underftood the 
character of her father’s Chere amie, the refolutely refufed 
ever again to enter her houfe. Her aunt was fo far fervice- 
able to her. that the early infpired her with a love of vir- 
tue, and a veneration for religion, which I haveno doubt 
through her life, in fpite of her. excentricities, will ever be 
the leading trait in her character. She wasjuft turned of thir- 
teen when | became acquainted with her, and though there 
was feven years difference in our age, her fenfe was fo ma- 
tured, her. converfation. fo. fuperior to the generality of 
women, even at a more advanced period, that I courted 
her friendfhip, obtained it, and found her tender, ardent 
and fincere, (if I may be allowed the expreflion,) even to a 
fault. Totaliy unacquainted with the world, fhe belicved 
it to be fuch as the books fhe had read reprefented, fhe be- 
lieved every profeflion of love or regard made to her, and 
would give her laft farthing to relieve an obje& of 
diftreis, without flaying to enquire whether the diitrefs 
was feigned or real. I have faid her father was diffipated, 
he was, befides, thoughtlefs to a fuperlative degree in his 
expenfes, fo, that when Sarah had reached her feventeenth 
year, involved in debt, and feverely blamed by his friends, 
and deferted by his diffolute companions, fhe faw him de- 
prived of his place, the duties of which he had for fome 
time fcandaloufly neglected.. About fix months previous 
to this deplorable change in her fituation, Sarah had buri- 
ed her aynt, and when her father.to avoid his creditors, 
went off to India, fhe found herfelf caft unprote@ed on the 
world, forhaving declared her refolution te liquidate the 
moft prefling of her father’s debts the moment fhe could 
fell out money fufficient for the purpofe ; her relations de- 


clared their difapprobation of a condu@ which they plainly 


faw would leave her a very {mall ftipend, and were cau- 
tious of inviting to their houfes, a perfon likely to become 
in fome degree a burthen tothem. I fpoke to Sarah on 
the fubject, her anfwer was, “I am fully aware, Anne, 
that noone can oblige meta pay thefe fums, and that by 
retaining my little fortune, | fhall be fecure from dependen- 
cies, but one of my father’s creditors, is a poor tradefman, 
who has a large family of children and a fick wife ; another 
isa widow, in very deprefled circumftances ; what right 
have | to retain my fortune, while they, whole aciuai 
property [have heiped to wafte, driven to extreme necc{- 
fity, while by paying them what is lawfully their due, I 
reftore them to a ftate of comparative comfort.” This ar- 
gument was unan{werable, I didnot attempt to diffuade . 
her, fhe fold out a thoufand pounds ata very confiderable 
lofs, paid thofe fhe thought were moft in need of the money, 
and remitted the remainder to her father. If you ftill feel 
interefted in my narrative, I will renew it ina fhort peri- 
od ; but do not expect any romantic fcenes, flaming lov- 
ers, or cruel falfe friends, what I have to relate, are inci- 
dents, perhaps, frequently to be met with in common life; 
but I love Sarah, and all that concerns her is interefting te 
me. Adieu, my dear madam, 
Belive me yours, with cfteem, 


‘ ANNE, 





